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200
DEFINE A FIRST WORKSPACE, THE WORKSPACE HAVING
PROPERTIES

201 202
ENTER PROPERTIES CREATE/EDIT XML
VIA WOKSPACE GUI TEMPLATE DEFINITION
FILE

v

203
PROPERTIES ARE INDICATIVE OF AT LEAST ONE OF
PRIVILEGES, POLICIES, USERS AND SERVICES

204
STORE A TEMPLATE HAVING ATTRIBUTES OF THE WORKSPACE

205
INSTANTIATE A SECOND WORKSPACE USING THE TEMPLATE, THE
INSTANTIATED WORKSPACE HAVING USERS AND SERVICES
DEFINED IN THE FIRST WORKSPACE

Fig. 2
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300
DEFINE, VIA A GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE, A WORKSPACE INDICATIVE OF
USERS AND SERVICES IN A COLLABORATION ENVIRONMENT

301

IDENTIFY A COLLABORATIVE SOLUTION PATTERN DEFINING A
SET OF APPLICATIONS AND A SET OF USERS, THE APPLICATIONS
CORRESPONDING TO THE SERVICES AND OPERABLE TO PROVIDE
THE SERVICES, AND FURTHER RESPONSIVE TO THE USERS VIA A
RESOURCE FRAMEWORK, THE RESOURCE FRAMEWORK HAVING

ADAPTORS FOR COUPLING THE APPLICATIONS TO A SERVER

ACCESSIBLE TO THE USERS VIA A WEB GATEWAY

I

302
WORKSPACE HAS PROPERTIES, THE PROPERTIES INCLUDING AT
LEAST ONE OF PRIVILEGES, POLICIES, USERS AND SERVICES

I

303
WORKSPACE PROPERTIES INCLUDE SERVICES PROVIDED BY
APPLICATIONS, AND THE ATTRIBUTES INCLUDE REFERENCES TO
DATA IN THE APPLICATIONS

I

304
WORKSPACE DOES NOT STORE DATA, FURTHER COMPRISING
MAPPING THE REFERENCES IN THE WORKSPACE TO THE
RESPECTIVE SERVICES

”

A 4

306
PROVIDE THE SERVICES VIA APPLICATIONS, THE
ASSOCIATIONS FURTHER INCLUDING REFERENCES TO
APPLICATION OBJECTS IN THE APPLICATIONS

I

306
RETRIEVE DATA IN THE APPLICATION OBJECTS

FROM STEP 310 * Fig. 4
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v

307
MODIFY DATA BY THE USERS VIA THE WORKSPACE

v

308
STORE THE MODIFIED DATA IN THE REFERENCED APPLICATION

TO OBJECT
STEP
305 309
STORE ATTRIBUTES IN A RELATIONAL TABLE HAVING
4 REFERENCES TO THE DATA IN THE CORRESPONDING
APPLICATION

DEFINITION
COMPLETE?

YES

v

311
EXTRACT, FROM THE DEFINED WORKSPACE, A METADATA
DEFINITION CORRESPONDING TO THE WORKSPACE

312
CAPTURE A SOLUTION PATTERN FOR REUSE,
CAPTURING INCLUDING WRITING A HIERARCHIC CAL
SCRIPT, THE HIERARCHICAL SCRIPT HAVING
ELEMENTS INDICATIVE OF PROPERTIES AND
ATTRIBUTES OF THE WORKSPACE

'

313
HIERARCHICAL SCRIPT IS A MARKUP DEFINITION
HAVING HIERARCHICALLY NESTED TAGS
CORRESPONDING TO APPLICATION OBJECTS

l Fig. 5
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v

314
INSTANTIATE, FROM THE EXTRACTED METADATA DEFINITION, A
WORKSPACE HAVING PROPERTIES CORRESPONDING TO THE DEFINED
WORKSPACE, THE INSTANTIATED WORKSPACE HAVING SIMILAR SERVICES

315
PARSE THE METADATA DEFINITION TO IDENTIFY THE
WORKSPACE PROPERTIES, THE PROPERTIES INCLUDING USERS
AND SERVICES AVAILABLE VIA THE WORKSPACE

v

316
BUILD, FROM THE METADATA DEFINITION, A WORKSPACE IN A
SERVER OPERABLE FOR COLLABORATION BY THE USERS FOR
INVOKING THE SERVICES

v

317
INSTANTIATE THE WORKSPACE ON A SERVER, THE SERVER
HAVING APPLICATION MANAGERS IN COMMUNICATION WITH
RESPECTIVE APPLICATIONS VIA AN ADAPTOR

y

318
ESTABLISH ASSOCIATIONS FROM THE WORKSPACE TO THE
INVOKED SERVICES, THE ASSOCIATIONS REFERENCING DATA IN
THE SERVICES FOR USE IN THE WORKSPACE

A 4

319
IDENTIFY, IN AN APPLICATION MANAGER, WORKSPACE ACTIVITY
CORRESPONDING TO THE APPLICATION

320
COMMUNICATE, VIA THE ADAPTOR, THE IDENTIFIED ACTIVITY TO
THE APPLICATION

y

321
MODIFY THE APPLICATION ACCORDING TO THE COMMUNICATED
ACTIVITY

Fig. 6
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1
METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR DEFINING
A COLLABORATIVE WORKSPACE

BACKGROUND

In a modern information processing environment, a group
of users often work together toward a common goal in a
collaboration environment. A typical scenario occurs in an
employment context between employees in a project group,
for example. A project group often delegates tasks to indi-
vidual members, and then reviews and aggregates the results
that individual members produce into an integrated group
product, document, application, or other output. Therefore,
the project group often operates as a collaboration group,
such that the collective efforts of the group may be aggregated
into a whole as a finished product of the collaboration group.

The individual contributions by group members may be in
a variety of forms, such as documents, code, figures, charts,
memos, notes, and designs, for example. Often these contri-
butions are electronically generated and modified by a variety
of software applications, such as word processors, compilers,
graphical tools, email, calendar tools, schedulers and the like,
and are stored as a particular type of file, document or other
data. Managing and coordinating the different contributions
from the collaboration group typically involves ensuring that
changes and additions made by each user are accessible to
other users and not overwritten by other users. Accordingly, a
conventional collaboration group work environment often
employs a number of administrative tools and aids for pro-
viding operations such as configuration management, revi-
sion libraries, concurrency controls, and version tracking, to
name several, for ensuring preservation of the collective
group effort.

SUMMARY

Embodiments disclosed herein operate in a software based
collaboration environment. In the system disclosed herein, a
collaboration group of users coordinates and aggregates
efforts through a common collaborative workspace via col-
laborative access to a set of independently operable software
applications such as an email application, a file system appli-
cation, a calendar application, a threaded discussion applica-
tion, or other applications that are selectable for inclusion into
the collaborative workspace. In general, the collaborative
workspace allows users to access the set of independently
operable software applications and coordinate contributions
of individual users such that the common collaborative work-
space effectively aggregates the collective effort of the col-
laboration group. The workspace is employable for a variety
of group efforts, using any of the plurality of applications, for
endeavors such as software development, document prepara-
tion and maintenance, design specifications, knowledge
bases, and other collaborative undertakings in which a group
of'users focus their collective expertise on a solution or prod-
uct. The system, methods and apparatus disclosed herein
provide the ability to create a template for the collaborative
workspace that allows a user such as a workspace adminis-
trator the ability to quickly define a new workspace for a
specific collaborative project. By providing the ability to
create workspace templates, the system disclosed herein
speeds up the creation of new workspaces for new projects
that might have common tasks involved with other former
projects that used a similar workspace.

Further details and discussion on a collaboration work-
space suitable for use with the template system disclosed
herein are disclosed in co-pending U.S. patent application
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2

Ser. No. 11/291,352, filed Nov. 30, 2005, entitled “METH-
ODS AND APPARATUS PROVIDING COLLABORATIVE
ACCESS TO APPLICATIONS”, the entire contents and
teachings of which are hereby incorporated herein by refer-
ence in their entirety.

Conventional approaches to managing collective efforts of
such a workgroup tend to employ proprietary forms and do
not store information in a portable or widely recognized data
format that may be exported, modified, and/or processed by
external applications. Further, conventional collaboration
approaches are lacking in the ability to retain a history or
sequence of changes, additions and modifications to work-
space entities. Further, conventional approaches do not pro-
vide support to enumerate intra group communication
between members.

The system disclosed herein is based in part on the obser-
vation that in a collaborative environment, participants in the
collaboration may repeatedly employ certain solution pat-
terns from one collaborative project to another. Instead of
users having to build such solution patterns from scratch
every time using conventional collaboration technologies, a
mechanism is needed to capture and reuse such frequently
used collaborative solution patterns. Mechanisms disclosed
herein allow collaborative workspace templates to be defined
that can enumerate and “pre-define” particular solution pat-
terns such as a particular related set of software applications,
application data, workspace metadata, specific users and/or
other collaboration information related to a project for reuse
when a new workspace for a similar project is required. By
being able to store such information in a workspace template,
creation of a new workspace for the next project is greatly
simplified since the template defines the workspace environ-
ment. Templates for different workspaces can be created,
reused and modified for different types of collaborative
projects.

Using techniques disclosed herein, best practice solution
patterns designed by specific domain experts in particular
areas of expertise (e.g. law, engineering, product develop-
ment, project management, etc.) can be captured once in a
template and reused again and again in projects in respective
problem domains. This preservation helps in best practice
enforcement and makes knowledge of domain experts easily
available to multiple projects in respective problem domains.
When building a team for a project, for example, users may
also need advice on who should be considered for inclusion in
the team. Instead of users having to search in an ad hoc
manner, it is beneficial to have the system as disclosed herein
be able to make recommendations based on statistics of con-
tributions made by individuals in the past. Therefore, the
workspace template technology disclosed herein is appli-
cable to a variety of contexts and may be employed generally
for capturing and reusing the best practices of frequently used
patterns, such as propagating a knowledge base of corporate
practices and procedures within templates that define aspects
and fundamental tools and data for use and implementation of
these practices and procedures.

As noted briefly above, conventional approaches for sup-
porting collaboration groups have several limitations. Such
conventional approaches typically use a proprietary format
for defining frequently used patterns. In contrast, configura-
tions disclosed herein employ an open representation in a
markup form such as an extensible markup language (XML)
based format. As a result, widely available tools for parsing
and composing XML may be employed. Also, conventional
approaches lack a mechanism to capture temporal informa-
tion in a reusable parameterized form. These conventional
approaches do not support storage of certain information (for



US 9,390,395 B2

3

example, configurations herein provide for an email address
in the form ${workspace_name}_inbox@${domain}) in
parameterized form in the template. Additionally, conven-
tional approaches do not include any support for making
recommendations on potential team members. Further, in
conventional approaches the patterns are specially set up
prior to capture and there is no support for selectively captur-
ing patterns from ongoing projects in already operational
workspaces in an on-demand manner.

Additionally, conventional approaches suffer from the
shortcoming of being unable to effectively consolidate and
integrate collaborative group efforts from a plurality of inde-
pendently operable services (e.g. application that can be run
standalone) by a plurality of users. Often, a variety of soft-
ware applications are employed to gather, store, organize, and
retrieve the working efforts of a collaboration group. A typi-
cal scenario is a group of employees tasked with generating a
particular revision of a product or document. Using conven-
tional systems, no framework is provided to provide collabo-
rative access to independently operating applications. Con-
figurations of the system disclosed herein are based, in part,
on the observation that conventional software applications do
not effectively integrate the efforts of, or support the notion
of, a collaboration group. As an example, conventional stor-
age mediums for storing the work product of the group may
not adequately track the history and evolution of files, or may
not isolate and coordinate modifications by different group
members. Particular applications may not be compatible with
acentral repository or library employed for storing and main-
taining documents, visuals, and code representative of the
group work product. Individual contributions developed by
standalone applications may not be identified and/or included
in the collaborative group effort. Particular changes made by
a subset of the group may be lost or overwritten by changes
made by others. Configurations of the invention substantially
overcome the above-described shortcomings by providing a
workspace template operative to store and reinstantiate a
collaboration workspace. The workspace template codifies
selected portions of a workspace for successive reuse. The
reused portions may represent aspects such as particular
expertise gained or residing in the group, documents or for-
mats expected to be employed and baseline or “building
block” types of documents, code, or designs. The template
can also define what independently operating (i.e. standal-
one) applications are to be included for access from the col-
laborative workspace from users logged into the workspace.
For each application, the template can specify what applica-
tion metadata for access to that application is to be included in
a workspace that is defined based on the template.

For example, in a software development environment, a
collaboration group may be responsible for delivering a sub-
system (portion) of a software application. The individual
members of the collaboration group develop software code
files, which reside in a code library. The code library should
track changes made to individual files, since an improper
change may cause the entire subsystem to be inoperative.
Further, the entire collaboration group may review the code,
and changes or modifications may be proposed or made.
There may also be lower level functions or operations, which
change infrequently, and that are common to other sub-
systems as well. By way of example, there may be several
different independently operable software applications used
in this collaborative process, such as an email application, a
file management application (such as a file system of an
operating system), a calendaring application, a threaded dis-
cussion forum application or the like. Each application may
independently operate in standalone mode via user access to
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that specific application in a conventional manner (e.g. a user
using an email client to read or send his or her email mes-
sages), but additionally, each application is accessible from
the collaborative workspace via users logged into this work-
space as if the collaborative workspace were a single user
operating the application itself. Users logged into the collabo-
rative workspace can perform collaborative activities such as
sending email, creating files, and operating other application
functions from the collaborative workspace. The applications
themselves maintain all application specific data and the col-
laborative workspace provides a framework for collaborative
access to each of the applications as described in the formerly
referenced co-pending patent application. The collaboration
group workspace, therefore, captures the collective expertise
of the group in an ongoing manner.

Configurations disclosed herein provide a mechanism to
save selected portions of a workspace in a template and then
later create a new workspace using the template such that
another group (or the same group) may utilize portions or the
entire workspace for a new collaborative project. In this man-
ner, the workspace template enables capturing and reusing the
best practices of frequently used patterns, effectively propa-
gating a knowledge base of practices, methods, standards,
and other corporate knowledge.

In further detail, the method of defining a workspace oper-
able by a collaboration group as defined by configurations
herein includes defining, via a graphical user interface, a
workspace indicative of users and services in a collaboration
environment, and extracting, from the defined workspace, a
metadata definition corresponding to the workspace. The
server instantiates, from the extracted metadata definition, a
new workspace having properties corresponding to the pre-
viously defined workspace, in which the new instantiated
workspace has similar services operable for further modifi-
cation in the collaboration environment.

In the exemplary arrangement, instantiating the workspace
includes parsing the metadata definition to identify the work-
space properties, in which the properties include users and
services available via the workspace, and building, from the
metadata definition, a workspace in a server operable for
collaboration by the users for invoking the services. The
server establishes associations from the workspace to the
invoked services, in which the associations reference data in
the services for use in the workspace. In the exemplary
arrangement, defining the workspace includes defining prop-
erties of the workspace, in which the properties include at
least one of privileges, policies, users, and service data and
metadata. The workspace provides the services via applica-
tions such that the associations further include references to
application objects in the applications. The server is operable
to retrieve data in the application objects, modify data by the
users via the workspace, and store the modified data in the
referenced application object. Storing the modified data
includes storing attributes in a relational table having refer-
ences to the data in the corresponding application. In this
manner, the workspace need not store the actual data, as the
server maps the references in the workspace to the respective
services.

In particular configurations, extracting the template from a
workspace includes capturing a solution pattern for reuse, in
which capturing includes writing a hierarchical script, such
that the hierarchical script has elements indicative of proper-
ties and attributes of the workspace. The exemplary hierar-
chical script is a markup definition having hierarchically
nested tags corresponding to application objects. Such work-
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space properties include services provided by applications,
and the attributes include references to data in the applica-
tions.

In the exemplary arrangement, instantiating the workspace
involves instantiating the workspace on a server, in which the
server has application managers in communication with
respective applications via an adaptor defined by a resource
framework. The server identifies, in an application manager,
workspace activity corresponding to the application, commu-
nicates, via the adaptor, the identified activity to the applica-
tion, and modifies the application according to the commu-
nicated activity.

In the exemplary configuration, the template is often gen-
erated from an existing first workspace, and employed for
instantiating successive workspaces with similar properties.
In other words, configurations herein disclose a method of
propagating a knowledge base by defining a first workspace
having properties, storing a template having attributes of the
first workspace, in which the attributes are indicative of the
properties, and instantiating a second workspace using the
stored template, such that the instantiated workspace has
users and services defined in the first workspace plus work-
space properties specified at the time of template instantia-
tion. The properties are indicative of at least one of privileges,
policies, users and services.

Defining the first workspace further includes defining a
workspace environment, in which the workspace environ-
ment has collaboration groups with members and services
operable for executing executable operations, and creating a
workspace such that the created workspace includes a set of
users defining the collaboration group and at least one service
provided by an application.

Accordingly, defining the first workspace further com-
prises identifying a collaborative solution pattern, the col-
laborative solution pattern defining a set of applications and a
set of users, the applications corresponding to the services
and operable to provide the services, and further responsive to
the users via a resource framework, the resource framework
having adaptors for coupling the applications to a server
accessible to the users via a web gateway.

Alternate configurations of the invention include a multi-
programming or multiprocessing computerized device such
as a workstation, handheld or laptop computer, cellphones or
PDA device, or dedicated computing device or the like, con-
figured with software and/or circuitry (e.g., a processor as
summarized above) to process any or all of the method opera-
tions disclosed herein as embodiments of the invention. Still
other embodiments of the invention include software pro-
grams such as a Java Virtual Machine and/or an operating
system that can operate alone or in conjunction with each
other with a multiprocessing computerized device to perform
the method embodiment steps and operations summarized
above and disclosed in detail below. One such embodiment
comprises a computer program product that has a computer-
readable medium including computer program logic encoded
thereon that, when performed in a multiprocessing comput-
erized device having a coupling of a memory and a processor,
programs the processor to perform the operations disclosed
herein as embodiments of the invention to carry out data
access requests. Such arrangements of the invention are typi-
cally provided as software, code and/or other data (e.g., data
structures) arranged or encoded on a computer readable
medium such as an optical medium (e.g., CD-ROM), floppy
or hard disk or other medium such as firmware or microcode
in one or more ROM or RAM or PROM chips, field program-
mable gate arrays (FPGAs) or as an Application Specific
Integrated Circuit (ASIC). The software or firmware or other
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such configurations can be installed onto the computerized
device (e.g., during operating system for execution environ-
ment installation) to cause the computerized device to per-
form the techniques explained herein as embodiments of the
invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other objects, features and advantages
of the invention will be apparent from the following descrip-
tion of particular embodiments of the invention, as illustrated
in the accompanying drawings in which like reference char-
acters refer to the same parts throughout the different views.
The drawings are not necessarily to scale, emphasis instead
being placed upon illustrating the principles of the invention.

FIG. 1 is a context diagram of an exemplary collaboration
environment suitable for use with configurations discussed
herein

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of workspace reuse via template
instantiation in the environment in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is ablock diagram of a collaboration server operable
for template usage according to the sequence in FIG. 2; and

FIGS. 4-6 are an exemplary sequence of template usage in
the system depicted in FIG. 3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Configurations discussed further below provide a system
and method for defining, capturing and reusing the collabo-
rative workspace. As described above, the workspace is appli-
cable to a variety of contexts and may be employed generally
for capturing and reusing the best practices of frequently used
patterns, such as propagating a knowledge base of corporate
practices and procedures. Workspace definition and reuse is
performed by providing a workspace template operative to
store the collaboration workspace. The workspace template
codifies selected portions of a workspace for successive
reuse. The reused portions may represent aspects such as
particular expertise gained or residing in the group, docu-
ments or formats expected to be employed and baseline or
“building block™ types of documents, code, or designs.

As indicated above, conventional collaboration mecha-
nisms suffer from several shortcomings. Conventional
approaches to managing collective efforts of such a work-
group tend to employ proprietary forms, and do not store
information in a portable or widely recognized form that may
be exported, modified, and/or processed by external applica-
tions. Further, conventional approaches are lacking in the
ability to retain a history or sequence of changes, additions
and modifications to workspace entities. Further, conven-
tional approaches do not provide support to enumerate intra
group communication between members.

In contrast, configurations discussed in further detail below
employ a workspace template schema. Valid template docu-
ments conform to this schema. The exemplary template
schema is built using several stand-alone XML schemas for
templates of different collaborative entities (such as a docu-
ment folder), however alternate markup languages or other
representations may be employed. This approach reduces
redundancy and increases reuse as the same XML schema
types are used in templates for entire projects as well as in
templates for specific collaborative entities. In the exemplary
workspace template schema, an XML schema type hierarchy
is used to model collaborative entity type hierarchy. For
example, there is an abstract XML schema type for a collabo-
rative resource template, and XML schema types for different
collaborative resource templates (such as template for a docu-
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ment library) are derived from the abstract collaborative
resource template type. This makes parsing and instantiation
of templates easier

The template employs a schema which allows large objects
(such as file content) that are part of a template, to be specified
out of line. The mappings between large object locations and
their IDs are captured in a mapping table that is part of the
template. The large objects are referred by their IDs in the rest
of the template. During template instantiation the mapping
table is consulted to locate the referred objects and copy them
to the instantiated structure (e.g., project). This way the loca-
tion and representation of a large object can be changed
without affecting the rest of the template. This also allows
different parsing schemes (SAX vs. DOM) to be used for
large objects (SAX) and the rest of the template (DOM).

The result is a flexible system for detecting, capturing and
reusing best practices and frequently used patterns, discussed
further below, which enables users to take advantage of ear-
lier work and knowledge of domain experts. This arrange-
ment reduces the time and effort required to complete a
project

Accordingly, configurations disclosed herein provide a
workspace template operative to store a collaboration work-
space. The workspace template codifies selected portions of a
workspace for successive reuse. A template script processor
creates a metadata definition of a workspace. The metadata
definition is written as an XML file to a storage repository.
Since the workspace defers data storage to the respective
applications providing the services, the metadata definition
need not store data. The template script processor parses the
metadata XML representation to instantiate the workspace in
the server. The reused portions may represent aspects such as
particular expertise gained or residing in the group, docu-
ments or formats expected to be employed, baseline or “build-
ing block” types of documents, code, or designs and fre-
quently used best practice policies.

FIG. 1 is a context diagram of an exemplary collaboration
environment 100 suitable for use with configurations dis-
cussed herein. Referring to FIG. 1, the collaboration environ-
ment 100 includes a collaboration server 110 and a plurality
of'users 120-1 . . . 120-N (120 generally) interconnected via
anetwork 112 such as the Internet, VPN, LAN, WAN or other
packet switched interconnection medium. The server 110
includes a workspace 150 for providing collaborative access
to a plurality of applications 130-1 . . . 130-3 (130 generally).
The applications 130, therefore, provide services to the users
120 via the workspace 150 and the network 112. Each of the
applications 130 has respective storage areas 132-1...132-3
(132 generally) for storing application data 134, therefore
relieving the workspace 150 from storing the application data
134 on behalf of the users 120.

The workspace 150, therefore, includes metadata defining
the application data 134 stored by the applications 130 on
behalf of each user 120. The workspace 150 includes prop-
erties 160 that define how the users 120 interact with the
applications 130. The server 110 also connects to workspace
metadata storage 115, which is operable to store the proper-
ties 160 of the workspace 150 as a template 118-1 . .. 118-N
(118 generally) on a disk volume or other form of workspace
metadata storage 115, such as a local storage volume. Such a
local storage volume is operable to store both templates and
properties of presently instantiated (i.e. live or persistent)
workspaces 150. The properties 160 define aspects such as
privileges, policies, other users 120 and available applica-
tions 130 (services) corresponding to a particular workspace
150. The server 110 is operable to instantiate the templates
118 for generating (e.g. instantiating) a workspace 150 hav-
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8

ing similar properties. The workspace metadata storage 115
volume may store a plurality of templates 118-1 . . . 118-N
corresponding to different workspaces 150. Note that a tem-
plate is not limited to a single instantiated workspace. Many
workspaces may be instantiated from a template. Some tem-
plates may not have any workspace yet instantiated from
them and certain templates may be directly composed using a
tool such as the XML editor discussed below. The server 110
is operable to recall the saved templates 162 for instantiation
into a workspace 150 having the corresponding properties
160.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of workspace 150 reuse via template
instantiation in the environment in FIG. 1. The workspace 150
is applicable to a variety of contexts and may be employed
generally for capturing and reusing the best practices of fre-
quently used patterns, such as propagating a knowledge base
of corporate practices and procedures. Referring to FIGS. 1
and 2, at step 200, the method for capturing and reusing a
workspace in a collaboration environment includes defining a
first workspace having properties. A user defines a template
by either creating a workspace via a graphical user interface
(GUI), as depicted at step 201, and then creating a template
from it or by editing a definition file (e.g. XML file) that
defines the workspace properties and other variables, as
shown at step 202. In this arrangement, the template is
directly composed using an XML editor, instead from a pre-
viously instantiated (GUI defined) workspace. Directly com-
posing the template via the XML syntax generally provides
additional flexibility. For example, the user may include
parameterized information like email address of the form
${workspace_name}@${domain}. Here, ${xxx} are tem-
plate parameters which are instantiated using values provided
by the user at the time of template instantiation. In this case,
the actual email address is composed using the workspace
name and domain address provided by the user at the time of
template instantiation. Another example is parameterized
meeting start time.

The workspace properties, discussed further in the copend-
ing application cited above, are indicative of at least one of
privileges, policies, users and services in the workspace, as
depicted at step 203. Accordingly, defining the first work-
space further includes defining a workspace environment 100
having collaboration groups with members and services oper-
able for executing executable operations, and then instantiat-
ing, or creating, the workspace 150 such that the created
workspace includes a set of users defining the collaboration
group and at least one service. In the workspace, the services
correspond to the applications 130 available to the workspace
members (users) for performing operations.

At step 204, the server 110 stores a template 118 having
attributes of the workspace 150, in which the attributes define
the properties such that they may be retrieved later. In the
exemplary configuration, the first workspace refers to a
model or baseline version of a workspace, typically based on
an ideal set of properties for the task at hand. For example, a
template may be employed for a project, product release, code
version, document development, or other type of undertaking
that is likely to be repeated. At step 205, the server 110
instantiates a second workspace using the stored template
118, the instantiated workspace having users and services
defined in the first workspace. The instantiated workspace
therefore includes the properties stored from the first work-
space, and serves as a starting point for the second (or suc-
cessive) workspaces such that users may enhance orrefine the
workspace 150 using the instantiated properties. The second
workspace typically refers to a series of successive work-
spaces 150-N instantiated from the model template 118
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encapsulated in the first template. Further, an initial work-
space may not necessarily be a specially created model work-
space. Configurations herein allow the user to selectively
include portions of an on-going project workspace in a tem-
plate for reuse. In contrast to conventional collaboration
approaches, a partial or skeletal template may be created for
later refinement or “fleshing out” of more finely tuned detail
to suit a particular need or set of common tasks.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a collaboration server 10
operable for template usage according to the sequence in FIG.
2. Referring to FIGS. 1 and 3, the server 110 includes a web
interface 114 and a resource framework 140 having adaptors
142-1 . . . 142-N (142 generally) for each application 130
supported by the server 110. The server 110 may include a
plurality of workspaces 150-1 . . . 150-N, each of which may
access the applications 130 via the adaptors 142. An applica-
tion manager 170 performs administrative functions for
allowing the workspaces to employ the applications 130, and
includes an authorization process 172, an events process 174,
a search process 176 and an audit process 178. The authori-
zation manager 172 performs access control from the work-
spaces 150 to the applications 130. An events process 174
processes events such as user notifications for changes in
applications 130. A search process 176 performs searching
operations for retrieving XML templates 118'-1 . . . 118'-N
(118', generally) and application data for successive modifi-
cations, editing and/or instantiation. An audit process 178
maintains a log of application accesses for compliance with
auditing and regulatory requirements, such as government
mandated reporting. Other processes may be included for
coordinating workspace 150 invocation of the applications
130.

In operation, a user creates a workspace 150 on the server
via a GUI or other means, as described in the copending
application cited above (OID05-01). A template script pro-
cessor 116 stores the workspace as an XML template 118' or
other nonvolatile form. The script processor 116 traverses the
workspace, which includes examining the tables defining the
workspace, discussed further below, and generates an XML
version 160 of the metadata defining the workspace. The
XML definition 160, discussed further below with respect to
FIG. 8, includes the workspace properties, users, applica-
tions, files, documents, and other workspace entities, also
discussed further below. A local workspace storage reposi-
tory 115 stores the templates as XML files 118'-1 . .. 118'-N
(118' generally) for later retrieval. The template script pro-
cessor 116 retrieves the XML template 118', typically in
response to a user 120 request, parses the XML 162 and
instantiates the workspace 150 in the server 110, thus retain-
ing the properties and other workspace entities for successive
use.

FIGS. 4-6 are an exemplary sequence of template usage in
the system depicted in FIG. 3. Referring to FIGS. 1 and 3-6,
the method of defining, collecting, and reusing a workspace
operable by a collaboration group as defined herein includes,
at step 300, defining, via a graphical user interface, a work-
space 150 indicative of users and services in a collaboration
environment 100. Users typically define and develop the
workspace using a GIU application via the network 112 to
enumerate the properties of the workspace 150. Accordingly,
at step 301, defining the first workspace further includes
identifying a collaborative solution pattern to define a set of
applications and a set of users, such that the applications
correspond to the services and operable to provide the ser-
vices, and are further responsive to the users via a resource
framework, in which the resource framework has adaptors
142 for coupling the applications 130 to the server 110 acces-
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sible to the users via a web gateway. As noted above, a stored
workspace may not be a workspace specially created for
template creation. It may, for example, be a workspace for any
ongoing project, such that the user may decide to capture
portions of this workspace in a template for reuse. In fact, the
user may create the template using a two step process. In the
first step, the user generates the template from an on-going
project and then in the second step modifies the XML docu-
ment generated in the first step using a template development
tool (e.g., XML editor) to include parameterized information.

The workspace 150 has a set of properties, in which the
properties include at least one of privileges, policies, users
and services in the workspace 150, as depicted at step 302. In
alternate configurations, other properties and artifacts may
likewise be defined in a particular workspace 150. The work-
space 150 properties include services provided by applica-
tions 130, and the attributes include references to data in the
applications, as depicted at step 303. Accordingly, the work-
space 150 does not store data, and is further operable to map
the references in the workspace 150 to the respective services,
as depicted at step 304, effectively pushing the actual data
storage down into the respective applications 130. The work-
space 150 itself stores only references, or pointers, to the data
resident in the applications 130. A set of tables in the work-
space, discussed further below, stores these references (e.g.
pointers). Therefore, at step 305, a particular workspace 150
provides the services via applications associated with (in-
cluded in) the workspace, such that the associations further
include references to application objects, or data 134, in the
applications 130. In developing the workspace 150 for the
template, the server 110 retrieves data 134 in the application
objects, as depicted at step 306, and may modify the data 134
via the workspace in the course of performing the application
130, as depicted at step 307. The workspace 150 stories the
modified data in the referenced application 130 object, as
shown at step 308. At step 309, storing the modified data
further includes storing attributes in a relational table having
references to the data in the corresponding application 130.
Therefore, the exemplary workspace 150 includes a set of
relational tables for storing attributes indicative of the work-
space properties for retrieving stored data from the applica-
tions 130 at a successive time via the references.

The user 120 continues defining the workspace 150 as
above until the workspace definition is complete and repre-
sents the desired template 118' contents. A check is per-
formed, at step 310, to iteratively invoke applications 130 and
related functions for defining and extending the workspace
150, and control reverts to step 305 until completion, at which
point the workspace 150 represents the desired template 118
to be stored. Accordingly, at step 311, the workspace meta-
data storage repository 115 receives, from the defined work-
space 150, a metadata definition 118 corresponding to the
workspace 150, as depicted at step 311. Therefore, extracting
includes capturing a solution pattern for reuse, capturing
including writing a hierarchical script, such that the hierar-
chical script has elements indicative of properties and
attributes of the workspace, as shown at step 312. In the
exemplary configuration, the hierarchical script is an XML
markup definition having hierarchically nested tags corre-
sponding to application objects, and is stored as a template
file 118'-1 ... 118'-N (118 generally), as depicted at step 313.

Following step 313, the template 118 is stored as a template
file 118' in the workspace metadata storage 115 repository. In
the exemplary configuration, as indicated above, the template
118 is a metadata representation of the workspace 150 in an
XML format operable for parsing by the template script pro-
cessor 116. At a subsequent time, responsive to a user request,
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the server 110 instantiates, from the extracted metadata defi-
nition (i.e. the XML file 118), the workspace having proper-
ties corresponding to the defined workspace (stored as the
template file 118'), the instantiated workspace having similar
services operable for further modification in the collaboration
environment, as depicted at step 314. The parameterized
information in the template is instantiated using parameter
values provided by the user at the time of template instantia-
tion. The user also provides values for certain workspace
attributes not stored in the template (e.g., workspace name).
Accordingly, in further detail, the template script processor
116 parses the metadata definition (i.e. template file 118') to
identify the workspace properties, in which the properties
include users, policies and services available via the work-
space 150, as disclosed at step 315. The template script pro-
cessor 116 builds, from the metadata definition 116, the work-
space 150 in the server 110 operable for collaboration by the
users 120 for invoking the services, as depicted at step 316.
The server 110 instantiates the workspace 150, such that the
server 110 has application managers 170 in communication
with respective applications 130 via one or more adaptors
142, as shown at step 317. At step 318, the server 110 estab-

12

lishes associations from the workspace 150 to the invoked

services via the applications 130 providing the services, in

which the associations reference data 134 in the services for

use in the workspace 150, as depicted at step 318. Thus, the
5 individual applications 130 maintain the data for each of the
constituent workspaces 150 in the server, via references (i.e.
typically pointers) from the workspace 150. This enables the
template 118' corresponding to the workspace 150 to be saved
and retrieved as metadata, since the actual data does notreside
in the workspace 150.

As the users 120 of the workspace invoke services, the
server 110 identifies, in the application manager 170, work-
space 150 activity corresponding to an application 130, as
shown at step 319, meaning that a user is attempting to per-
form an operation in the workspace that requires execution of
an application 130. Responsively, at step 320, the workspace
150 communicates, via the corresponding adaptor 142, the
identified activity to the application 130 providing the
requested service, as depicted at step 320. Accordingly, the
invocation results in the application performing the service
and moditying the application 130 and/or application data
134 according to the communicated activity, as disclosed at
step 321.
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TABLE 1

<workspaceTemplate

xmlns:xsi="XMLSchema-instance”

xmlns="/wstemplate”

xsi:schemal.ocation="wstemplate cw/wstemplate.xsd”>

<templateProperties™>

<name>Test template - tasks</name>
<description>Workspace template for testing task

specification</description™>

<createdBy>orcladmin</created By>
<createdOn>2004-07-29T15:50:00</createdOn>

</templateProperties™>
<workspaceDetails>
<properties>

<MEMBER__DEFAULT_ ROLE>READER</MEMBER__DEFAULT_ ROLE>

</properties>
<resources>

<resource xsi:type=“CalendarType”>
<name>Meeting tracker</name>
<description>tracks project meetings</description>
<vtodos>
<vtodo>

<summary>test task1</summary>
<description>a test task</description>
<priority>1</priority>
<cw-dtstart>3600000</cw-dtstart>
<duration>3600000</duration>

</vtodo>
<vtodo>

<summary>test task2</summary>
<description>another test task</description>
<priority>2</priority>
<cw-dtstart>0</cw-dtstart>
<duration>86400000</duration>

</vtodo>
</vtodos>

</resource>
<fresources>
</workspaceDetails>
</workspaceTemplate>
<workspaceTemplate

xmlns:xsi="www.w3.0rg/2001/XMLSchema-instance”

xmlns="xmlns.oracle.com//wstemplate”

xsi:schemal.ocation="xmlns.oracle.com//wstemplate
xmlns.oracle.com//wstemplate.xsd”>

<templateProperties™>

<name>Test Template - File Content</name>
<description>For testing files specification in a workspace

template</description™>

<category>System.general</category>
<createdBy>orcladmin</created By>
<createdOn>2004-07-29T15:50:00</createdOn>
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TABLE I-continued

</templateProperties>
<contentLocations>
<contentLocation>
<contentID>1</contentID>
<location>/us/workspaces/CW TEMPLATEFILES/templates.ppt</location>
</contentLocation>
<contentLocation>
<contentID>2</contentID>
<location>/us/workspaces/CW TEMPLATEFILES/templates.ppt</location>
</contentLocation>
</contentLocations™>
<workspaceDetails>
<properties>
<MEMBERSHIP__NOTIFICATION>ALL__MEMBERS</MEMBERSHIP_ NOTIFICATION>
<MEMBER__DEFAULT__ROLE>READER</MEMBER__DEFAULT_ROLE>
</properties>
<resources>
<resource xsi:type="FilesType”>
<name>Library</name>
<description>Workspace document library</description>
<libraryDetails>
<files>
<file>
<name>testFilel.ppt</name>
<description>test filel</description>
<content><contentID>1</contentID></content™>
</file>
<file>
<name>testFile2.doc</name>
<description>test file2</description>

</file>
</files>
<folders>
<folder>
<name>Design</name>
<description>design documents</description>
<folder Details>
<files>
<file>
<name>testFilel.ppt</name>
<description>test filel</description>
<content><contentID>2</contentID></content™>
</file>
</files>
</folderDetails>
</folder>
<folder>
<name>References</name>
<description>List reference documents</description>
</folder>
</folders>
</libraryDetails>
</resource>
</resources>
</workspaceDetails>
</workspaceTemplate>

<workspaceTemplate xmlns:xsi="“www.w3.0rg/2001/XMLSchema-
instance” xmlns="xmlns.oracle.com/workspaces/wstemplate’
xsi:schemal.ocation="xmlns.oracle.com/workspaces/wstemplate
xmlns.oracle.com/workspaces/wstemplate.xsd”>
<templateProperties™>
<name>Template with parametrized email address</name>
<description>Template for testing specification of workspace
email configuration options</description>
<category>test.general</category>
<createdBy>System</created By>
<createdOn>2004-08-12T15:50:00</createdOn>
</templateProperties™>
<workspaceDetails>
<properties>
<MEMBERSHIP__ NOTIFICATION>ALL__MEMBERS</MEMBERSHI
P__NOTIFICATION>
<MEMBER__DEFAULT__ROLE>WRITER</MEMBER_DEFAULT_RO
LE>
<MEMBER_ACCESS>ENABLED</MEMBER__ACCESS>
<PUBLICLY__LISTED>false</PUBLICLY__LISTED>
</properties>
<resources>
<resource xsi:type="Email Type”>
<name>Inbox</name>
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<description>Workspace inbox</description>

<incomingEmailPolicy>OPEN</incomingEmailPolicy>

<forwardingEmailAddress>Ramkrishna.Chatterjee@ora
cle.com</forwardingEmail Address>

<subscriptionPolicy>SEND_ MESSAGES_ TO__ALL_MEMB

ERS</subscriptionPolicy>
<subscriptionMessageFormat>a test message
format</subscriptionMessageFormat>
<emailAddressPrefix>${workspace-name}__inbox
<femailAddressPrefix>
</resource>
<fresources>
</workspaceDetails>
</workspaceTemplate>

Table 1 is an exemplary syntactical representation of a
template 118' using an exemplary markup language. In the
exemplary configuration, the XML template 118' representa-
tion includes syntax applicable to creating, storing and instan-
tiating the templates. In the exemplary arrangement in Table
1, the user supplies workspace name at template instantiation
time, and, based on the workspace name, the email address of
the workspace is generated. The template 118' stores the
email address in a parameterized form. Further, a workspace
may be created using more than one template 118. For
example, the template script processor 116 may parse mul-
tiple XML template files to instantiate a workspace having
properties of all the parsed templates.

The exemplary server 110 employs an open XML based
format for templates. As is known in the art, XML documents
typically employ a predefined schema, discussed further
below. In the exemplary configuration, an XML schema for
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templates (CW template schema) is employed, to which valid
template documents conform. Table II shows a portion of the
exemplary schema corresponding to the template fragment of
Table 1. The CW template schema is built using several
stand-alone XML schemas for templates of different collabo-
rative entities (such as a document folder). This reduces
redundancy and increases reuse as the same XML schema
types are used in templates for entire projects as well as in
templates for specific collaborative entities. In the CW tem-
plate schema, an XML schema type hierarchy is used to
model a collaborative entity type hierarchy. For example,
there is an abstract XML schema type for a collaborative
resource template, and XML schema types for different col-
laborative resource templates (such as a template for a docu-
ment library) derive from the abstract collaborative resource
template type. This XML format, which is operable for pars-
ing and processing by XML conversant applications, facili-
tates parsing and instantiation of templates 118'.

TABLE I

<xs:schema targetNamespace="xmlns.oracle.com/cw/wstemplate”
xmlns:xs="“www.w3.0rg/2001/XMLSchema”
xmlns:wst="xmlns.oracle.com/cw/wstemplate”

elementFormDefault="qualified”

attributeFormDefault="unqualified”>

<xs:annotation™>

<xs:documentation xml:lang="en”>
XML schema definition for workspace templates.

</xs:documentation>
</xs:annotation>

<xs:complexType name=“ResourceType” abstract="true”>

<xs:sequence>

<xs:element name="name”

<xs:element name="description”

</xs:sequence™>
</xs:complexType>

type="“xs:string”/>
type="“xs:string”/>

<xs:complexType name="Entity Type” abstract="true”>
<xs:attribute name="id” type="xs:ID” use="optional”/>

</xs:complexType>

<xs:complexType name="PrivilegeGrantsType”>

<xs:sequence>

<xs:element name="privilegeGrant” maxOccurs="unbounded”>

<xs:complexType>
<xs:sequence>

<xs:element name="privilegeName”

<xs:element name="“grantee”
<xs:element name="“granteeType”
</xs:sequence™>
</xs:complexType>
</xs:element>
</xs:sequence™>
</xs:complexType>
<xs:simpleType name="PrivilegeName”>
<xs:restriction base="xs:string”>
<xs:enumeration value="READ”/>
<xs:enumeration value="WRITE"/>
<xs:enumeration value="ADMIN"/>
</xs:restriction>

type="“wst:PrivilegeName”/>
type="“wst:Identity Type”/>
type="“wst:Grantee Type”/>
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</xs:simpleType>
<xs:element name="“workspaceTemplate”
type="“wst:WorkspaceTemplateType’/>
<xs:complexType name=“WorkspaceTemplateType”>
<xs:sequence>
<xs:element name="templateProperties”
type="“wst:TemplateProperties Type”/>
<xs:element name="contentLocations” minOccurs="0">
<xs:complexType>
<xs:sequence>
<xs:element name="contentLocation” maxOccurs="unbounded’>
<xs:complexType>
<Xs:sequence>
<xs:element name="“contentID” type="“xs:string”/>
<xs:element name="location” type="“xs:string”/>
</xs:sequence™>
</xs:complexType>
</xs:element>
</xs:sequence™>
</xs:complexType>
</xs:element>
<xs:element name="workspaceDetails”
type="“wst:WorkspaceSpecificationType”/>
</xs:sequence>
</xs:complexType>
<!-- Type for template properties such as owner, description etc. -->
<xs:complexType name="TemplatePropertiesType”>
<xs:sequence>
<xs:element name="name” type="“xs:string”/>
<xs:element name="description” type="“xs:string”/>
<!-- domain identifies the field to which the template applies,
e.g., Life Sciences, Manufacturing, Education ete. -->

<xs:element name="category” type="“xs:string” minOccurs=“0" />
<xs:element name="about URL” type="“xs:anyURI” minOccurs="0" />
<xs:element name="createdBy” type="“xs:string”/>

<xs:element name="createdOn” type="“xs:dateTime"/>

</xs:sequence>
</xs:complexType>
<xs:complexType name=“WorkspaceSpecification Type”>
<xs:sequence>
<xs:element name="properties”

type="“wst:WorkspaceProperties Type” minOccurs="“0" />
<xs:element name= “members” type="“wst:WorkspaceMembersType”
minOccurs=“0" />

<xs:element name="subGroups” type="“wst:SubGroupsType”
minOccurs=“0" />

<xs:element name="resources” type="wst:ResourcesType”
minOccurs=“0" />

<xs:element name="subWorkspaces” type="“wst:SubWorkspacesType”

minOccurs=“0" />
</xs:sequence>
</xs:complexType>
<!-- Type for workspace configuration options such as member access,
default workspace role ete. -->
<xs:complexType name=“WorkspaceProperties Type”>

<xs:all>
<xs:element name="MEMBERSHIP_ NOTIFICATION"
type="“wst:MembershipNotificationValues” minOcecurs=“0" />
<xs:element name="MEMBER__ACCESS”
type="“wst:MemberAccessSettingValues” minOcecurs=“0" />
<xs:element name="MEMBER__DEFAULT__ROLE”
type="“wst:WorkspaceMemberRoles” minOcecurs=“0" />
<xs:element name=“"PUBLICLY_ LISTED” type="“xs:boolean”
minOccurs=“0" />
</xs:all>

</xs:complexType>
<!-- The FilesType is an extension of the ResourceType -->
<xs:complexType name="Files Type”>
<xs:complexContent>
<xs:extension base="wst:ResourceType”>
<Xs:sequence>
<xs:element name="“versioningConfiguration”
type="“wst:FilesVersioningConfigType” minOccurs=“0"/>
<xs:element name="libraryDetails” type="wst:FolderSpecType”
minOccurs="“0"/>
</xs:sequence™>
</xs:extension>
</xs:complexContent>
</xs:complexType>
<xs:complexType name="FileSpecType”>
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<xs:complexContent>
<xs:extension base="wst:Entity Type”>
<xs:sequence>
<xs:element name="name”
type="“wst:NonEmptyString” />
<xs:element name="“description”
type="“wst:NonEmptyString” minOccurs="0"
/>
<xs:element name="content™
type="“wst:FileContentType” minOccurs="0" />
</xs:sequence>
</xs:extension>
</xs:complexContent™>
</xs:complexType>
<xs:complexType name="FileContentType”>
<xs:choice>
<!--
UUEncoded content string
->
<xs:element name="inlinedContent™
type="“wst:NonEmptyString” />
<!--
reference to content stream stored separately
->
<xs:element name="contentID”
type="“wst:NonEmptyString”/>
</xs:choice>
</xs:complexType>
<!-- The EmailType is an extension of the ResourceType -->
<xs:complexType name="EmailType”>
<xs:complexContent>
<xs:extension base="wst:ResourceType”>
<Xs:sequence>
<xs:element name="incomingEmailPolicy”
type="“wst:IncomingEmailPolicy Type” minOccurs="“0"/>
<xs:element name="forwardingEmailAddress™ type="xs:string”
minOccurs="“0"/>
<xs:element name="subscriptionPolicy”
type="“wst:EmailSubscriptionPolicyType” minOccurs="0"/>
<xs:element name="“subscriptionMessageFormat™ type="xs:string”
minOccurs="“0"/>
<!-- parametrized email address, e.g., $(workspace-name)__inbox,
without email domain -->
<xs:element name="email AddressPrefix” type="xs:string”
minOccurs="“0"/>
</xs:sequence™>
</xs:extension>
</xs:complexContent>
</xs:complexType>
<!-- The CalendarType is an extension of the ResourceType -->
<xs:complexType name=“CalendarType”>
<xs:complexContent>
<xs:extension base="wst:ResourceType”>
<Xs:sequence>
<xs:element name="vevents” minOccurs="0">
<xs:complexType>
<xs:sequence>
<xs:element name="vevent” maxOccurs="unbounded’>
<xs:complexType>
<xs:complexContent>
<xs:extension base="“wst:EntityType”>
<xs:sequence>
<xs:group ref="wst:VeventGroup”/>
<xs:element name="web-conference-details”
type="“wst:WcDetailsType” minOccurs=“0"/>
<!-- attendee must be a member specified in the
template -->
<xs:element name="attendees™
type="“wst:IdentitiesType” minOccurs=“0" />
</xs:sequence>
</xs:extension>
</xs:complexContent™>
</xs:complexType>
</xs:element>
</xs:sequence>
</xs:complexType>
</xs:element>
<xs:element name="vtodos” minOccurs="0">
<xs:complexType>
<xs:sequence>
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<xs:element name="“vtodo” type="wst:Vtodo Type”

maxOccurs="unbounded”/>
</xs:sequence>
</xs:complexType>

</xs:element>
</xs:sequence™>
</xs:extension>
</xs:complexContent>
</xs:complexType>

The workspace template schema allows large objects (such
as file content) that are part of a template 118' to be specified
out of line. The mappings between large object locations and
their IDs are captured in a mapping table that is part of the
template. The large objects are referred by their IDs in the
remainder of the template. During template 118 instantiation,
as the workspace 150 is instantiated, the mapping table is
consulted to locate the referred objects and copy them to the
instantiated structure (e.g., project). In this manner the loca-
tion and representation of a large object can be changed
without affecting the rest of the template. This also allows
different parsing schemes (SAX vs. DOM) to be used for
large objects (SAX) and the rest of the template (DOM).

All temporal data in a template is stored as durations rela-
tive to the template 118 instantiation time. This enables reus-
ing temporal data across template instantiations. For
example, the start time of a task included a project template is
specified with respect to the project creation time. When the
project template is instantiated to create a new project, the
project creation time is used to materialize the task start time.
In the particular exemplary configuration discussed, one
mechanism to include temporal information in a template is
to specify it as variable whose value the user needs to be
provide at template instantiation time. For example, the start
time of a task can be specified as ${v1} and the actual start
time is the value of the variable v1 specified by the user at
template instantiation time.

In the exemplary configuration, the template 118 is instan-
tiated (or reinstantiated) as follows: An XML parser is used to
parse the template XML into an in-memory DOM tree (if
DOM parser is used) or an event sequence (if SAX parser is
used). In case of the DOM representation, the DOM tree is
traversed in a top-down manner to process each node in the
tree. When a node is processed, code is executed to create the
corresponding collaborative entity (e.g., a document folder)
using the information specified in the node. If an event
sequence is used, then the events are processed in the order in
which they are generated, and corresponding collaborative
entities are created in a manner similar to that in the case of the
DOM representation. References to out-of-line content are
resolved using the mapping table as explained earlier.

At the time of template instantiation, users 120 may pro-
vide information to selectively override information specified
in the template 118 and to augment the information specified
in the template 118. For example, when a workspace template
118 is instantiated to create a workspace 150, the workspace
creator (e.g. user 120) can override workspace 150 properties
(such as workspace member default role) specified in the
template and provide additional information such as a list of
workspace members. If the DOM representation is used, a
user can also make one-off modifications to the template
(e.g., deleting a document folder) by updating the DOM
representation.

If the template is being instantiated to create a new work-
space, statistics of user 120 activities is used to recommend
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potential members for the new workspace. A template 118
can also be applied to an existing entity. For example, a
workspace template can be applied to an already existing
workspace. The following are some applications of this func-
tionality:

1. Template evolution: a template can evolve over time to
accommodate process improvements, user feedback, new
requirements, etc. The updated template can be applied to
existing entities created from the template to keep them syn-
chronized with the template and thereby, the process or best
practice the template embodies.

2. Entities based on multiple templates: support for apply-
ing a template to an existing entity enables creation of an
entity based on more than one template. This reduces the need
to create templates that are union of other templates, e.g., a
workspace that will be used both for meetings and document
management, can be created based on the meeting workspace
and document workspace templates. Further, various conflict
resolution schemes are supported for resolving conflicts that
may arise while applying a template to an existing entity. For
example, the user can choose a system-defined scheme (e.g.,
entity takes precedence over template) for resolving all con-
flicts of a specific kind encountered (e.g., file-file conflict)
during application of the template. Alternatively, the user may
choose to manually resolve each conflict.

Since the exemplary templates employ an XML syntax,
creation of a template may occur through a predefined work-
space, discussed in the copending patent application cited
above, or directly via XML generation. Therefore, a template
118' can be created in either of the following ways:

1. atool for composing XML can be used to directly create
atemplate document conforming to the CW template schema
(Table II).

2. aprocedure is provided to create a template for an entity
from an instance of the entity (e.g., a workspace). A number
of options are supported to selectively include parts of the
entity in the template 118', rather than the whole entity. For
example, just a folder hierarchy without files or a folder
hierarchy with files can be included in a template. This way a
template 118' can be created from any existing entity rather
than only from an entity specially created for the purpose of
creating a template from it.

As indicated above, templates may be employed to codity,
orrepresent, a baseline or procedural entity which may evolve
over time. Accordingly, process improvement or evolution of
atemplate that embodies the process, is facilitated as follows:
A template evolution workspace 150 is created for the tem-
plate. This workspace has a child workspace (sub-workspace)
that contains an instantiation of the candidate template. The
template evolution workspace itself is based on a meta tem-
plate for process improvement or template evolution. Usage
statistics and user feedback on entities based on the candidate
template are stored in the template evolution workspace.
Members collaborate in the template evolution workspace to
improve the candidate template or the process represented by
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the candidate template. The improvements are applied to the
instantiation of the candidate template 118 contained in the
child workspace, and a new template is created from the
improved instantiation. The new template 118 can be applied
to existing entities using the mechanism discussed earlier
with regard to template instantiation.

Those skilled in the art should readily appreciate that the
programs and methods for defining, capturing and reusing a
workspace via a template in a collaboration environment as
defined herein are deliverable to a processing device in many
forms, including but not limited to a) information perma-
nently stored on tangible non-writeable storage media such as
ROM devices, or b) information alterably stored on tangible
writeable storage media such as floppy disks, magnetic tapes,
CDs, RAM devices, and other magnetic and optical media.
The operations and methods may be implemented in a soft-
ware executable object. Alternatively, the operations and
methods disclosed herein may be embodied in whole or in
part using hardware components, such as Application Spe-
cific Integrated Circuits (ASICs), Field Programmable Gate
Arrays (FPGAs), state machines, controllers or other hard-
ware components or devices, or a combination of hardware,
software, and firmware components.

While the system and method for defining, capturing and
reusing a workspace in a collaboration environment has been
particularly shown and described with references to embodi-
ments thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in the art
that various changes in form and details may be made therein
without departing from the scope of the invention encom-
passed by the appended claims. Accordingly, the present
invention is not intended to be limited except by the following
claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A computer-implemented method performed by a com-
puter including at least a processor and a memory, the method
comprising:
generating, by the processor into the memory, a workspace
template comprising a definition of a plurality of work-
space properties, where the workspace template is con-
figured to be parsed by the processor to identify the
workspace properties;
where the workspace properties include at least one tem-
plate variable for defining at least a portion of a first
workspace property, wherein the template variable has a
variable value that is dependent upon a second work-
space property; and
in response to a request to generate a workspace at an
instantiation time, generating the workspace as a com-
puterized data structure, by at least the processor, from
the workspace template wherein the workspace is gen-
erated to include the workspace properties from the
workspace template, wherein the generating comprises:

receiving an input to define the second workspace property,
and applying the input to the variable value of the tem-
plate variable; and

composing the first workspace property with the variable

value to define the first workspace property at the instan-
tiation time to complete the workspace properties of the
workspace;

wherein the first workspace property is an email address of

an inbox associated with the workspace generated, and
wherein the template variable forms a portion of the
email address;

wherein the second workspace property is a name of the

workspace generated where the name is received as the
input to define the second workspace property; and
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wherein composing the first workspace property includes
composing the email address to include the name of the
workspace.

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,

wherein the first workspace property includes a start time

of a task defined in the workspace template, wherein the
start time of the task is specified as an offset that is a
duration relative to the template variable;

wherein the second workspace property includes a start

time of the workspace that is received as the input and is
applied to the variable value of the template variable;
and

wherein composing the first workspace property includes

composing the start time of the task as the start time of
the workspace plus the offset.

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,

wherein the first workspace property is defined by at least

two template variables that are dependent upon at least
two other workspace properties.

4. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
storing computer-executable instructions that, when executed
by at least a processor of a computer, cause the computer to:

generate, into a memory of the computer, a workspace

template comprising definitions of a plurality of work-
space properties,

parse, by the processor, the workspace template to identify

the workspace properties;
wherein the workspace properties are identified to include
at least one template variable for defining at least a
portion of a first workspace property, wherein the tem-
plate variable has a variable value that is dependent upon
a second workspace property; and

in response to a request to generate a workspace at an
instantiation time, generate the workspace, by at least
the processor, from the workspace template wherein the
workspace is generated to include the workspace prop-
erties from the workspace template, wherein the instruc-
tions to generate the workspace comprise instructions
that when executed by the processor cause the processor
to:

receive an input to define the second workspace property,

and apply, by the processor, the input to the variable
value of the template variable; and

compose, by the processor, the first workspace property

with the variable value to define the first workspace
property at the instantiation time to complete the work-
space properties of the workspace;

wherein the first workspace property is an email address of

an inbox associated with the workspace generated, and
wherein the template variable forms a portion of the
email address;
wherein the second workspace property is a name of the
workspace generated where the name is received as the
input to define the second workspace property; and

wherein the instructions for causing the processor to com-
pose the first workspace property includes instructions
for composing the email address to include the name of
the workspace.

5. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 4,

wherein the first workspace property includes a start time

of a task defined in the workspace template, wherein the
start time of the task is specified as an offset that is a
duration relative to the template variable;
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wherein the second workspace property includes a start
time of the workspace that is received as the input and is
applied to the variable value of the template variable;
and

wherein the instructions for causing the processor to com-
pose the first workspace property includes instructions
for composing the start time of the task as the start time
of the workspace plus the offset.

6. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium

of claim 4,

wherein the first workspace property is defined by at least
two template variables that are dependent upon at least
two other workspace properties.

7. A computing system comprising:

a memory that stores executable instructions;

at least one processor configured to execute the instructions
from the memory, wherein executing the instructions by
the at least one processor, cause the computing system
to:

read, from a storage device, a workspace template com-
prising definitions of a plurality of workspace proper-
ties,

parse, by the processor, the workspace template to identify
the workspace properties;

wherein the workspace properties are identified to include
at least one template variable for defining at least a
portion of a first workspace property, wherein the tem-
plate variable has a variable value that is dependent upon
a second workspace property; and

in response to a request to generate the workspace at an
instantiation time, generate the workspace as a comput-
erized data structure, by at least the processor, from the
workspace template wherein the workspace is generated
to include the workspace properties from the workspace
template, wherein instructions to generate the work-
space comprise instructions that when executed by the
processor cause the processor to:
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receive an input to define the second workspace prop-
erty, and apply, by the processor, the input to the
variable value of the template variable; and
compose, by the processor, the first workspace property
with the variable value to define the first workspace
property at the instantiation time to complete the
workspace properties of the workspace;
wherein the first workspace property is an email address of
an inbox associated with the workspace generated, and
wherein the template variable forms a portion of the
email address;
wherein the second workspace property is a name of the
workspace generated where the name is received as the
input to define the second workspace property; and
wherein the instructions for causing the processor to com-
pose the first workspace property includes instructions
for composing the email address to include the name of
the workspace.
8. The computing system of claim 7,
wherein the first workspace property includes a start time
of a task defined in the workspace template, wherein the
start time of the task is specified as an offset that is a
duration relative to the template variable;
wherein the second workspace property includes a start
time of the workspace that is received as the input and is
applied to the variable value of the template variable;
and
wherein the instructions for causing the processor to com-
pose the first workspace property includes instructions
for composing the start time of the task as the start time
of the workspace plus the offset.
9. The computing system of claim 7,
wherein the first workspace property is defined by at least
two template variables that are dependent upon at least
two other workspace properties.
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